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HAT the framers of the bill, which is 2 
i the ſubject of this Eſſay, had other | 
views than the prevention of ſmuggling, and 
that their real intention was to. prevent the \ 
fouriſhing and increaſing manufactures of [ 
Yorkſhire and Lancaſhire, from procurin 5 
the wool of counties diſtant from them, wit 1 
the ſame facility as they do at preſent; and by -..- at 
that means to check the rivalſhip, which the bh 
luperior induſtry of thoſe counties has ren- 9] 
(red ſo formidable to the ſouthern manufac- 
turers, are circumſtances which well informed al 
people in Yorkſhire diſcovered at the firſt 7 i 
trading of it: but that their zeal for this 
lkir favourite object ſhould have betrayed * 
lim into rendering a bill, which claims the 1 
faction of the legiſlature, under the ſole pre- 
ende of preventing the exportation of wool, 
| real and effectual encouragement to that 
«mucous practice, is what no one can be ex- 


wy to believe, till convinced by the peru- 
Nit. | ED | | | | 


| A 3 


That 


1 e 
Ih hat it really is ſo, may eaſily be {en by 
comparing this little tract with the printed 
dill it is deſigned to explain, and the eſtabliſh. 
ed laws that bill is intended to repeal. A moſt 
palpable inſtance thereof is here anticipated, 
as an inducement to thoſe who caſt their eyes 
upon this preface, to give themſelves the 
trouble of reading over the ſhort tra& which 
_ follows it. ne 


The grower of wool is admitted on al 
hands to be incapable of exporting it, without 
the aſſiſtance of a buyer, who can collect to 
gether a cargo ſufficient for the employment 
of a veſſel, and by his correſpondence and 


connexions abroad, know the place and peo n 
ple where he can conſign his cargo to advant ſn. 
age. He is nevertheleſs, if he lives within WW 
certain, hitherto undefined diſtance from the 
loaded with unprecedented and oppreſſive 
gulations : he cannot keep his wool at hon 
nor can he ſend it away without danger iſt 


treſpaſſing againſt « the letter of this viok 
bill; and ſhould he treſpaſs againſt it, ho 
ever unavoidably or unintentionally, he 1s 
the mercy of a revenue officer, and in jug 
caſes is puniſhable as an exporter of wool. 


The manufacturer, on the other hand, al 
every man is conſidered as a manufactuier | 


this act, who can prevail upon three mo 
es Cf 


vii ) 


what diſtance he chuſes, provided only that he 
has a ſpinning houſe at the end of his journey, 


tds of wool, and one or two old women 


this, while the oppreſſed grower is ſubject to 
having his wool ſeized by any man who meets 


the ſea fide, in however ſuſpicious circum- 
ances it is found, cannot be ſtopped but by 


prove an intention of exporting, it muſt be 
releaſed ; and after all, however clear the 
proofs, and flagrant the intention of export- 
ng may be, this favoured manufacturer is to 
ſuffer no other penalty than the mere forfei- 
ture of his wool. 5 „„ 


It is left then to the reader's judgment to 
letermine, how evident it is, if this bill ſhould, 
Fool will become a qualified manufacturer, 
put danger ot moleſtation, till he has an op- 
prtuaity of ſhipping it; a circumſtance which 


le operation of the wholeſome laws now in 


b ere fully ſufficient to prevent. 


certify that he is ſo, is indulged with a liberty 
of carrying wool even along the ſea coaſt, to 


that is, a chamber with a few packs, or even 


ſpinning yarn for him. And yet more than 
, this manufacturer's wool, thus moving along 


in officer, and then, unleſs that officer can 


Intortunately for the ſtaple trade of Great- 
britain, paſs, into a law, that every ſmuggler of 


nd carry his wool along the ſea ſhore wich- 


ce, du intended to be repealed by this new 


For 
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For this, and numerous other inſtances, ſuf. 
ficient to prove that the men who compoſed 
this extraordinary bill, are by no means qual. 
fied for the arduous buſineſs of legiſlation, 
and that the bill itſelf is ſufficiently partial to 
deſerve reprobation, inſtead of ſupport, from an 

_ enlightened parliament ; the readcr is referred 
to the pamphlet itſelf, and if the peruſal of it 
induces him to examine the bill with attention, 
and weigh its contents with impartiality, the 
writer will think his labour amply rewarded, 


a 5 a F. 
whether he agrees with him in opinion or not. 


* 


London, January 12, 1787. 


OBSEf 
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For amending and reducing into one Act, the Laws 
relating to Wool. be 


HE purport of the following obſervations is to 
ſhew, that the framers of this voluminous bill are 
nidently defective in ability, in adopting nugatory, 
though vexations, regulations: — defective in that legal 
knowledge and accuracy, which it is ſhameful in the 
zuthors of a new code to be without; as is evinced in 
their blunders :—and groſsly partial to men of their own 
deſcription, as appears in their unfair attempts to op- 
preſs the growers of wool, and their inſidious deſign to 
aboliſh that uſeful order of traders, the dealers in wool. 
Under theſe heads, let the facts ſpeak for themſelves, 


If it ſhould be again urged (as it has been) that ſome 
of the grievances complained of in the new bill, are al- 
ſady the law of the land, in the acts from whence they 
here taken, the anſwer is ready and obvious. It is not 
firmed that the preſent laws are perfect or impartial. 
they had been ſo, the labours of theſe reviſers might 
ve been {ill better ſpared than even at preſent. But 
hoe Gentlemen, who profeſs to mend them, are ac- 
Puttable for every grievance they take from ſuch laws 
o 1nſert in their own compoſition : and they would not 
„ | have 
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have taken them, if they had been as ſolicitous to have 


to add to the number and intricacy of the regulations. 


CET. L 


ing nugatory, though vexatious Regulations, 


1. Inſtead of ſimplifying the law, that it might he 


the number and extent of regulations; and contrary 
to the eſtabliſhed maxim, that Jaws without great pe. 


nalty are more often obeyed (1 Mar. ſt. 1. c. 1.) they have 


increaſed the number of felonies by reviving the old 
act of Charles II. which after due trial was on the hiph- 
eſt authority (7 & 8 W. 3. c. 28.) declared too ſevere 
to be effeCtually put in execution. 


28. A dealer in wool is compelled to enter into bond, 

not to diſpoſe of wool, &c. illegally ; but the regulation 

is rendered of no effect, by ailowing his agent to buy 
without bond firſt entered into. Ee 


3. Wool may not be removed without ſufferance; bu 
a dealer may carry wool to any diſtance along the cos 
without ſufferance, provided he has a warehouſe at eac 
end of his journey, 


4. A manufacturer need no: give bond, but may bu 
wool in any part of the kingdom, if he will but give hi 
word (declaration) tha: he does not intend to export it! 


5. A manufacturer refiding without the limits, net 
not give his word as aforeſaid, but may buy wool in an) 
art of the kingdom, if he can prevzil on three neigh 
born manufacturers to ſign a teſtimonial that he | 
manufacturer, 


rendered the law ſimple and efficacious, as they have been 


Inſtances of evident Want of Ability, in adopt 


more eaſily carried into execution, they have increaſed | 


"FS =  ££. 


n 


6. This laſt manufacturer may employ an agent, Who 
no more bound than himſelf, | | 


7. If a woolſtapler be a manufacturer, will not every 
wer, avoid the bond and periodical account he is to 


facturer, it will be incumbent on every one in that line, 
to conſider how bonds, periodical accounts, and occaſio- 


yell as ſorted and unſorted, will affect his buſineſs, 


After reflecting on the preceding obſerva- 
tions, and the additional circumſtance, that 
among the manufacturers, ſtaplers, dealers and 
growers of wool, there are many inſtances of 
permiſſion, to all but the grower, to remove 
Fool without ſufferance ; it may fairly be aſ- 
ſeted, that the propoſed regulations of ſuffer- 
Ince, bond, and periodical account of ſtock, 
ough highly oppreſſive and vexatious, are 


ole of preventing the exportation of wool, 


SECT. 


dealer ſort part of his wool, and becoming a manufact- 


gr? If, on the contrary, a woolſtapler be not a manu- 


nal viſitation and weighing of all his ſtock, ſorting, as 


Weatory, and totally inadequate to the pur- | 


. * <>; 


r EE Sy 


Inſtances of evident Want of legal Knowledge 


him, they have laid an inconſiderable penalty only ( 
the dealer +, if he does not return the ſufferance to 


ing who brought forward the bill) annexed to a copy vow | 
ve to include the principal; and that the framers of this 2. 
either overlooked clauſe 2. or ſuppoſed it unnecellary. It was 


to be ſuch, ſhould be tranſported. 


Chronicle of Dec. 13. 1786. 


( 
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— 


e . 


and Accuracy. 


1. Inſtead of /ive ſheep, wool, woolfells, morilings, fur 
lings, yarn, or worſted made of wool, woolflocks, cruel 
eoverlids, abaddings, or other manufactures. or pretends 
manufatures made of wool flightly evrought up, or otbes 
abiſe put together, ſo as the ſame may be reduced to, an 
nade uſe of; as wool again, or mattreſſes, or beds flfi 


with combed wool, er wool fit for combing cr carding, 4 


any fullers-earth, fulling-clay, or tubacco-pipe-clay, the 
uſe the vague, and frequently ambiguous expreſſion 


ſheep, wool, or other the articles befure enumerated, 


2. In reviving the old law of Charles 2. maki 
the exportation of wool felony, they have taken t 
clauſe relating to aiders and abettors, and have left o 
the exporter * himſelf, or principal, who 1s no whe 
mentioned, except on page 20, where being diſcover 
by his agent, he is condemned to pay a ſimple penalty 


| 3. They have deemed the grower an exporter, 
he does not return ſufferance; while, as a ſecurit) 


* By the marginal abſtract of Mr. Drew (Secretary to the me 
before the writer of theſe obſervations, it appears that the cla 


3. of 13 & 14 Car 2. c. 18. was thought ſufficiently compreh 


fore their intention that the exporters of wool, or perſons dee 


+ Twenty pounds according to Mr, Anſtie's letter in the Mor 


gro 


- 


EE 7 
grower. And they have even indulged the dealer with 


a method of avoiding payment of that very penalty, 


4. They have allowed the manufacturer to carry 4. 
wrought wool to his dyers without ſufferance; but for- 
hid him to make uſe of this privilege. Fs 


5. They order the fell - mongers ſtock to be weighed, 
but ſet no penalty on deficiency. 1 


6. A more intimate acquaintance with the wool laws 
would have ſhewn them that our forefathers, whoſe 
works they are correcting, would not, in framing a 
cauſe about cocquets and certificates, have forgotten that 
the quantities and qualities, marks and numbers, expreſſed 
therein, ſhall not be obliterated or interlined upon any pre- 
ne whatſoever. e #25 | 


7. The buſineſs of inſurance is tranſpoſed much for 
the worſe, from the act of Geo. 2. By unſkilful alte- 
ntion, they have forbidden avoollen manufactures from 
being inſured under general policies, and the ſtrongeſt 
nd beſt part of the clauſe 33. of 12 Geo. 2. c. 21. is 
latirely left out. F 


8, The clauſe againſt bribing officers is altered from 
he laid act in two places, and is by that means con- 
ted into nonſenſe. As it now ſtands, it is illegal to 
miſe, or give any recompence or reward to an offi- 

, for any ſervice, however allowable or lawful, 


. The prohibition of carrying wool by night, is 
Welt to a proviſo in favour of manufacturers; but it 
mt ſaid which of the many proviſos of that deſcrip- 
"7 meant; neither is there any proviſo directed to 


' 
* 


j . 55 

18 10. By an alteration of a clauſe in 12 Cha. 

1 they have forbidden aliens' ſhips from takin 
. | ſheep on board for neceſſary proviſion. | 


2+ C. 32, 
g Wether 


It is an obvious deduction from the fore. 
going facts, that men who could fo blunder 
are neither proper judges of the defects of old 
laws, nor capable of framing new ones. 


n F. in. 


Inſtances of groſs partiality in favour of Me 

{ of their own deſcription, namely Many 
4 facturers, of unfair attempts to oppreſs th 
| | _ Growers of wool, and of an inſidious deſig 
Ei co ſuppreſs that uſeful Body of Traders 
„ c oa 


THE GROWER, OWNER, OR SELLER OF Wool, 
Is a principal object of the ſeverity of the reformet 
] of the wool laws. A few inſtances will ſhew the diſpt 
| _ fitton to oppreſs this reſpectable claſs of men, whid 
2 every where pervades the new at; 


1. They are obliged to regiſter the number of the 
fleeces and weight of their locks at their own expence, u 
der pain of if they omit to do ſo, within a 
| mited time. As no penalty is laid on any deficien 
which may hereafter appear in the number of the fes 
or locks ſo regiſtered, this regulation is clearly intend 
to oblige the grower to keep at his expence a regiſte 
inform the buyer of the quantity of wool grown; 
enable him, by that knowledge, to regulate the pri 
That this bill was originally deſigned to be extent 
over the whole kingdom, is evinced by the reſolut! 
of the merchants and manufacturers with whom it 9 
ginated, held at Exeter, March 1ſt, 1780, which | 
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4 

thus“: ©* Reſolved, That every grower of wool in this 
kingdom ſhould regiſter, on oath, the number of fleeces 

te has horn, &c.””; There cannot, therefore, be a doubt, 
hat if the manufacturers are able, on this occaſion, to 
Tabdue thoſe who live within 15 miles of the ſea coaſt, 
they will ſhortly apply to parliament, to have it ex- 
ended over the whole kingdom, according to their 
priginal plan © 155 | 


2. The grower may not have a ſufferance to re- 
move wool, without ſome days previous notice; whereas 
dealer may have a ſufferance within a few hours; a 
hayler may, in many caſes, remove wool without ſuf. 
rance, and the manufacturer is ſtill more indulged. 


3. Having obtained a ſufferance, the grower is obliged 
bremove his wool within the time limited therein, or to 
jake afidavit of his reaſons for not doing ſo; a ſeve- 
un 1 which no inſtance is to be found even in the 
elle laws. | e | | 


4 If the ſufferance is not returned by the grower, 

t hall be puniſhed as an exporter of wool ; but if the 
ler retains it from the grower, he pays only a ſmall pe- 
y, and is even allowed the means to avoid paying that. 


. If any accident prevents his delivering the wool 
thin the time limited by the ſufferance, it may often 
mpollible for him to have another, and he muſt con- VP 
Wently loſe his wool by ſeizure. For it is required wy: 
t he ſhall go to a juſtice, and make his affidavit of 8 
f accident ; and then apply to the officer before the 

L lufferance is expired. Out of a great number, the 

Mang very probable caſe may be put: A cart load 

Wool is ſent with a ſufferance, and breaks down in a 

lite place by the way ; the driver leaves the wool 

© cat, and horſes, alone in the midſt of the road, 
i laſtens home with the ſufferance : his matter, if { 


* Vide page 12. of this tract. | 
= br Yo: from 


4 4 : 
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"gl from home, is to be ſought after (for the carter 19 not 
neceſlarily acquainted with the regulations, nor perhan 

poſſeſſed of a ſhilling to pay for the affidavit, and = 
ſufferance): if the maſter be near at hand, he haſten; ts 

the juſtice : Suppoſe him to live not many miles from 

e farmer's houſe, and likewiſe to be at home. The 
affidavit may be procured, after which, the officer i 

| next to be applied to ;—if among the various events 
here ſketched out, every one happens to be in his favour, 

he perhaps may be in time to get a new ſufferance; but 

if one be againſt him, the wool becomes the property of 

the fortunate man who happens to find and ſeize it, 


6. The grower is anſwerable for the honeſty of th 

j . _ wool-buyer's agent, inſtead of the perſon who employ 
4 | him, and he cannot oblige the principal to pay, unleſs 
4890 can prove that the wool bought by the agent was dul 
B forwarded and delivered to ſuch principal. Let us ker 
| put another not improbable caſe : Two diſhoneſt man 
| acturers, out of the limits, procure teſtimonials from thei 
neighbours in the ſame line—on condition, perhaps, 
obliging them in the like manner. They may ther 
without bond or other reſtriction, appoint agents to bi 
wool. Suppoſe the agents, ſent with inſtructions hc 
to defraud the wool-growers, and that each agent bu 

g an hundred packs of wool in the name of his maſer 
EE but inſtead of ſending them to him, he ſends them 
FS his maſter's friend, and confederate manufacturer. 
this manceuvre, each manufacturer will have an hund 
* packs of wool, and the grower's remedy will be aga 
L the agents, who being men of no property, ablce 
uy with the ſhare of the booty allotted to them. 


7. If an exporter of wool be diſcovered, he pi 
penalty, but the owner or grower who fold = 
wool, being an object of much greater enmity win 
new law-makers, is not only to pay the ſame pens 
but to be impriſoned for ſome years. 
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3. The wool- grower, on the oath of a ſingle witneſs, 
may be fined for whatever additions may be put into his 
feeces by the winder » Or per haps. by the very man Who 
ſues. N . | 


THE WOOL-DEALER, 


1. Every wool-dealer muſt enter into bond with two 
ſureties, before he can buy wool within the limits; and 
every wool-dealer in Great Britain, whether within the 
lit or not, muſt give an account of his buſineſs to the 
revenue officers, and is ſubject ta their viſitations and 
weighing of his ſtock, * 8 


The inſidious manner of bringing forward 
the regulation to oblige every wool-dealer in 
the kingdom to give an account of his buſi- 
neſs, and to ſubject him to the viſitation of 
revenue officers and weighing of his ſtock, 
6 truly worthy of remark. In the new claule, 
deginning p. 15. it is to be enacted, that 
very dealer within miles of the ſea, 
hall give an account of the wool in his hands; 
ut when the important and alarming part of 
he clauſe, viz. the regulation of periodical 
Fccounts, viſitations, and weighing, comes 
brvard, the limit or diſtance from the ſea is 
it out; doubtleſs, with the hope that the 
miſion might paſs unobſerved, and that the 
ader might be led to imagine that the firſt 
ention of the limit would extend to the 
hole clauſe, 5 


Compare this with the Exeter reſolytion on page 12 
B 3- „ 7 2 
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16 J 
THE WOOL STAPL E R 


Mlay protect his own wool by his own note, inſtead 
of a ſufferance. 1 | 5 


THE MANUFACTURER 


1. Is the idol of this bill, to whom the grower and 
dealer are to be ſacrificed. In proportion as the weight 
of reſtrictions is laid on the latter, fo are the immunities 

and privileges granted to the former, 


1 2. In many inſtances he may move woo! without ſuf- 


1 3. If he is caught in the fact of carrying wool towards 
1 the ſea, ub one can ſeize it but a revenue officer, and if 
it is proved to have been illegally carrying, he forſeit 
the wool, and is no otherwi'e puniſhed ; whereas 47 


7 one may ſeize the grower's wool, merely becauſe an ac. 
Fit. _ etdent prevented his ſending it of in time; and even il 
| he has the misfortune to loſe his ſnfferance, and canno 
1 ſatisfy his judge (the officer) he will be deemed an ex 
14 porter of $5 ; | 


4. The manufacturer's word is taken in caſes whe 
5 the dealer muſt give his bond, with two ſureties; a 
WY if he reſide without the limits, he need not even pt 
. his word that he will not export. 


. He is not bound to pay for what wool his agd 
buys, unleſs his agent ſends it to him, and the grog 
can prove he received it. | 


6. He is not ſubje&ed to the clauſe againſt cart] 
wool by night, to the ſame extent that every other! 
in the kingdom is. N 


END OF THE OBSERVATIONS: 


| CY .- 


2 


# 


10 


' 


Wy 
ws 
3 5 
6 


| theſe Obſervations. 
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In the new Bill. 
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AS a proof that the ſyſtem of oppreſſion intended by 
le framers of this bill, is far more extenſive than that 
they have hitherto ventured to bring forward i | 
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at Exeter the ſt of March, 1 


to be removed, whereon a certificate ſhall be granted 
containing the name of the real purchaſer, ſigned by 


within one month after the date of the certificate, retur 


| he will not export, or cauſe to be exported, any Briti 


reaſon to believe or ſuſpect has any intention to expo 
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and as a warning to the wool growers of the inland coun. | 


tries, (who, unleſs a ſpirited oppoſition is made, willaf. 


| ſuredly find themſelves included, as well as thoſe of the 


maritime ones, not only in the propoſed reftritions but 
alſo in as many others, as a committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, who may conſiſt principally of the repreſen. 
tatives of the manufacturing intereſt, may be induced to 
adopt) it has been thought proper to reprint the hrf 
reſolution of the merchants and manufacturers, who met 
780, on the commence. 

ment of this buſineſs. LE | 
I. REsoLveD, That every grower of wool in this 
kingdom ſhould regiſter on oath, within ten days after 


the ſhearing, the number of fleeces he has ſhorn, and 


where lodged; no part of which to be removed without 
giving notice in writing, to the office where it {hall hae 
been regiſtered, ſigned by himſelf, ſpecifying the num- 
ber of the fleeces, and the place to which it is intended 


himſelf, who, in the counties of Kent and Suſſex, ſhould 
be a perſon qualified according to law; and in othet 
counties, a perſon who ſhall make an affidavit, as hereaf 
ter mentioned; and if the grower remove the {aid woo 
without an actual ſale, he ſhould, as often as it be remo 
ved, give the notice as aforeſaid ; in caſe of ſale befor 
removal, the purchaſer ſhould alſo ſign the notice, and 


ſhould be made of the ſaid certificate to the office tro! 
whence it iſſued. The purchaſer affirming, under hl 
ſignature, that he has received the ſaid wool, with 
number of ſleeces, under penalty of ß pound 
Every grower of wool, merchant or dealer in wool, 
whatever deſcription, or manufacturer, ſhould once 

every year make oath, before he either ſells or buys, ti 


wool, or ſell or diſpoſe of it to any perſon whom he 1 
it illegally, under penalty of The above regil 


of all the wool ſold, and to whom, as well as of * 


Cx. - 


mold, with the names of the growers, ſhould be pub- 
liſhed once in every year, for the uſe and information of 
he public, _— with the names of offenders convict- 
q, by law, of illicit conveyance or os pere v. ; and for 
efraying the expence of printing and publiſhing, every 
mower of wool, merchant, dealer, and manufacturer, 
hould, at the time of making oath, pay one ſhilling. 
he ſaid regiſter to be conſtantly open at the office, for 
he inſpection of the public. The lamb wool, and all 
ol ſhorn, not wound into fleece, ſhould be ſubject to 
te above regulations, except that the weight only be 
pected, And with reſpect to plucked wool, every of- 
cer of exciſe, in his reſpective diſtrict, ſhould give an 
count in writing to the ee office, of the number 
f pelts from which wool has been plucked, which ſhould 
22 be annually publiſhed with the above copy of 
wrenker, | „ 
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